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Abstract
Spatial Distribution of Crimesin Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
During the Period (2009-2013)
Mohannad Al-Btoosh
Mu'tah University, 2015

The study aimed to identify the spatial differences in crimes' distribution, size
and patterns in the Jordanian provinces, and to draw maps that explain the
distribution of crime patterns in relation to population and its growth to assist in
spatial analysis for crime so as to help planners in supporting security decisions
related to directing the appropriate security plans and policies for fighting against
crimein the Jordanian provinces. To achieve these goals, the study followed the
descriptive quantitative approach that depends on describing phenomena and
analyze them using the statistical methods, this approach was follower for
describing and analyzing the spatial distribution of crime in the Jordanian
provinces, in addition to describing the relationship among the variables. The
study utilized some software programs specialized for maps production and these
maps were used as the base for appointing and representing the data of crime in
the Jordanian provinces and linking them together, in addition, a Kartgrave
Analysis was conducted for these data with presenting the results of the
statistical analysis on these maps and correlation test and multi regression
analysis were used for identifying the relationship among variables of the study.
Results also indicated an increase in the rates of crimes numbers in Jordan
generally during the period included in the study as number of the crimes have
gradualy increased in a remarkable way, and in 2009 the number was about
(24727 ) and has increased to about 33853 in 2013. Based on the spatial
distribution maps for crimes in the Jordanian provinces, results indicated a great
contrast in the distribution of the numbers of al kinds of crimes among the
provinces, as the distribution wasn’t equal or regular, and characterized by a
great concentration in the capital city Amman, and Irbid, Zarga, Balga and
Madaba provinces as these provinces had more than 50% of the total number of
crimes during the period studied. In addition, anaysis of the spatia
characteristics for provinces with the dimensions of population size and
unemployment rates indicated a significant statistical effect at (0<0.05) for the
population size and unemployment rates within these provinces on commission
al kinds of crimes (murdering, intended murdering, leading to death beating,
raping, kidnapping, indecent assault, drugs trafficking, drug abuse, drug
possession and criminal thefts).

In light of these results it was recommended with the necessity of
intensifying security control in the Jordanian provinces that witnessed the highest
percentage of crime commissions as shown in the study in addition to conducting
more specialized studies concerning with the spatial analysis of crimes that
weren’t included in this study to identify the patterns of the distribution of these
crimes and there spatial and time characteristics so as to assist security facilities
in limiting these crimes and prohibit them.
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